Abstract A 44 year old female presented with a progressive cerebellar disturbance approximately 13 years after receiving human pituitary derived gonadotrophin injections as a treatment for infertility. The patient died approximately nine months later. Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease was confirmed at necropsy. This is the second reported case of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in a recipient of human derived gonadotrophin.
.
Elsewhere in the cerebellar cortex the granule cells were more depleted than the Purkinje cells and there was widespread spongiform change. The dentate nuclei were relatively preserved as were most brainstem nuclei. In the deep grey matter of the cerebrum, the putamen and head of the caudate nucleus were severely affected and the thalamus and hypothalamus mildly to moderately affected. Spongiform change of mild to moderate severity was distributed particularly throughout the frontal, temporal and parieto-occipital cortex (fig 2) . Prion protein antibody reactions were not carried out.
Discussion
Although Creutzfeldt-Jakob (CJD) disease has been well documented in recipients of human growth hormone, to our knowledge, this case is only the second reported case of CreutzfeldtJakob disease occurring in a recipient of human pituitary-derived gonadotrophin, specifically follicle stimulating hormone.
The first case' has many similarities with our reported case. Both patients experienced what has now become recognised as a reasonably predictable course of the illness in pituitary hormone treated patients with a predominant cerebellar disturbance, little intellectual Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in a recipient of human pituitary-derived gonadotrophin: a second case ik~~ĩ k,~4 4*¼~*4;~AZr Sa.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~A Regardless of whether such a link can be established between these two patients, this case serves to highlight the clinical characteristics of iatrogenic CJD, and to once again emphasise the ongoing need for vigilance of those patients who received not only cadaveric growth hormone but also gonadotrophin therapy before 1985.
